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SECTION 11.—GRADE CROSSING SAFETY

This section requires the Secretary, within 6 months of the date
of enactment of this legislation, to amend regulations issued under
the HMTA to prohibit the driver of a motor vehicle transporting
hazmat in commerce from driving the motor vehicle onto a high-
way-railroad crossing without having sufficient space to drive com-
pletely through the crossing without stopping. This section requires
the Secretary likewise to amend the regulations issued under the
Motor Carrier Safety Act of 1984 regarding the driver of any com-
mercial motor vehicle.

This section seeks to improve safety at highway-railroad cross-

! ings in response to fatalities that have occurred from accidents in-

volving commercial motor vehicle operators who failed to use prop-

er caution while crossing. The number of fatalities resulting from

such accidents often is increased because of the presence of hazard-

ous materials. The Committee is keenly aware of highway-railroad

. grade-crossing safety issues and of the potential for accidents at

these crossings. Accordingly, the Committee believes that imposing

a Federal statutory obligation on drivers of all commercial motor

vehicles to consider whether they can cross safely and completely

these intersections will help to reduce the number of tragedies as-
sociated with grade-crossing accidents.

SECTION 12.-DRIVER’S RECORD OF DUTY STATUS

This section requires the Secretary, within 6 months of the effec-
tive date of this legislation, to amend 49 C.F.R. 395.8(k) to require:
(1) that any supﬁortin document relevant to the record of a com-
mercial motor vehicle driver's duty status be retained, by the motor
carrier’s receipt of such document; and (2) that such document in-
clude information identifying the driver and vehicle related to the
document.

For purposes of this section, “supporting document” may include
any relevant electronic or paper document generated in the normal
course of business, such as trip reports, pay slips, shipping papers,
and receipts for fuel, lodging, and tolls. A supporting document also
may include any document that DOT requires to be retained as a
result of an enforcement order issued pursuant to a motor carrier
safety or hazmat transportation law or regulation.

In the commercial motor carrier industry, éne carrier may lease
the services of drivers, such as owner-operators, independent con-
tractors, and fleet-broker drivers, who are employed by another
carrier. However, documentation of a leased driver's duty status
frequentIE/ is not retained by the carrier using the driver. This sec-
tion would ensure that supporting documents, generated by such
business arrangements, are maintained at the principal place of
business of that carrier. The primary intent of this section is to as-
sist State and Federal safety investigators documenting violations
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, such as driving in
excess of legally permissible hours and falsifying logbooks.

SECTION 13.—SAFETY PERFORMANCE HISTORY OF NEW DRIVERS

This section requires the Secretary, within 18 months after the
date of enactment of this regulation, to amend 49 C.F.R. 391.23 to




